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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5   





Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ


Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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It involves our manner of speech, our plans for living, the way we deal with our fellowman, our walk and conduct in and out of the church, every aspect of our life. There is a way of living that is appropriate to the gospel, and it is what the gospel requires. Jesus told His Apostles to, " teach them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you: (Matt 28:20). 


    When Christians are under the influence of the gospel, it is reflected in their manner of life. It is seen in their conduct, dress, temperament, speech, morals, and their aims. The gospel is not a passive thing, it is intended to be lived and influence its followers. Because we must frame our lives by it, it is necessary that it be studied and that we know what its rules are. (II Tim. 2: 15)


      It is by the gospel that we are called (II Thess. 2: 14) out of darkness into His marvelous light (I Pet. 2: 9) into a fellowship with Jesus Christ (I Cor. 1: 9). We are not worthy of God's grace but because it has been bestowed upon us by the gospel we can and must live "lives" worthy of its cost.


		


		Joe Phillips





   There is no question that our nation is facing a crisis of ethics.  The government is aware of its own problems, and ethics committees and investigators abound.  In universities every school has its course in ethics: ethics for lawyers, bankers, doctors, and all the rest.


    According to the dictionary, ethics involves behavior and the standard by which behavior is judged.  There are only two standards possible: human wisdom or divine wisdom.


    A government interpreting freedom of religion to mean “freedom from religion” cannot possibly turn to revealed divine wisdom as the standard.  Universities dare not do so if they wish to maintain their standing in the intellectual community.  All they are left with, therefore, is human wisdom.


    But whose?  The majority’s?  Is a thing right or wrong because a majority accept or reject it?  If a race that is in the majority determines to exterminate another race, does that make it ethical?  Is government the final arbiter of right and wrong?  Does government approval give a dictator the right to trample the rights of citizens?  What right have educators to set themselves up as a standard?


    The only plausible answer to these questions is that every man must do “what is right in his own eyes.”  This is the philosophy to which our nation is gradually turning.  This is anarchy and its consequences are already shaking the very foundations of our society.


     If human wisdom is insufficient, we must turn to divine wisdom.  The scriptures provide us with the only reliable revelation of that wisdom.  Most of us will readily agree with what has been said as it applies to governments and to the professions.  But to what 


extent are we willing to apply these 








If Jesus was God, then that was all that was necessary to make His instructions imperative—reasonable or unreasonable.


    When we try to rationalize the instructions of Jesus to the rich young ruler or to ourselves, we are falling into the same trap as our society.  We feel that we must understand the reason for a command if it is to be considered valid.  This is judging the words of Jesus rather than allowing His words to judge us (John 12:48).


    Abraham became the father of the faithful by obeying God, even when obedience seemed unreasonable.   This has always been the true test of obedience.


    True obedience will cause us to be truthful (Ephesians 4:25) even when it appears unwise to be so.  It will cause us to respect the teaching of Jesus in Matthew 19:9, even when it seems unfair.  It will demand that, in view of 1 Corinthians 6:9-10, we consider homosexuality sin regardless of our sympathy with the sinner or respect for current social values.  It demands that we deny self and put God and others first, even if we are ridiculed for doing so.  It means adhering to New Testament teaching regarding the church and salvation, even if the whole world insists that there are better ways.


Time vs. Eternity


    I’m sure there were some temporary benefits to the rich young ruler in remaining rich.  At the same time, there was sadness (Mark 10:22), and much more seriously, failure to obtain the eternal life that he was seeking.


    The same faith that causes us to submit unconditionally to the wisdom and authority of God provides us with the assurance of God’s favor that is our greatest comfort in this life and our only hope for the life to come.





					





Ethics And The Rich Young Ruler


By Sewell Hall








 principles to our own lives?


    If human wisdom is insufficient, we must turn to divine wisdom.  The scriptures provide us with the only reliable revelation of that wisdom.  Most of us will readily agree with what has been said as it applies to governments and to the professions.  But to what extent are we willing to apply these principles to our own lives?


The Rich Young Ruler


     The rich young ruler must have been shocked when Jesus told him to go and sell all he had and give it to the poor (Mark 10:21).  Most of us have also been shocked, and have felt that we just might have done the same thing the young man did.


     After all, every rational consideration would encourage refusal to do what Jesus said.  The culture of that day, and of ours, rated a man’s worth by what he possessed.  The religion of that day reasoned that if a man was prosperous it was evidence of God’s approval, while poverty indicated the opposite.  It is considered axiomatic that an individual has a right to what he has obtained honestly and there is no evidence of any dishonesty on his part.  No doubt this young man’s self-esteem was based in part on his wealth and if he sacrificed that how could he “feel good about himself”?  Furthermore, God wants us to be happy, and how could he be happy if he gave up everything he had?  The whole concept was on the face of it unreasonable!


Preachers vs. Jesus


     I think most preachers, including myself, have made some effort to rationalize what Jesus asked.  Jesus did not. Jesus was aware of all of the considerations that seemed to forbid the young man’s obedience.  But Jesus did 


not reason with him.  He had called Jesus “good”—acknowledging Him as God.  





 


Worthy Lives 


"Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ:" (Phil 1:27)





     One of the fundamental truths of scripture is that man is not worthy of the blessings that God has given through Jesus Christ. He alone is worthy of anything because he gave "Himself a ransom for many". The tutorship of the law showed that we could not live in a way that will make us worthy of the salvation He brought. We are required, however, to live "lives" that are "worthy of the gospel" and we need to understand what that means. Whether your translation of Phil. 1: 27 reads "manner of life", "conversation", "conduct" or something else, these words have the same root word "politeuomai" and that has to do with citizenship. It is literally, "to live as a citizen"; "to conduct one's self according to the laws and customs of a state".


When Paul uses this word in the passage under consideration, he is saying "conduct yourselves as citizens of the Kingdom (state) that was brought about by the "Gospel of Christ". It implies that as citizens of the kingdom, we should act in all duties, which that relationship involves, on the principles of the gospel. The believer is bound to perform every duty upon Christian principles. (Col. 3: 17)
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. ______________________________      Those who need


Our prayers





Nancy Wood; Ron Wood; Jack and Joyce 


Green; Jeremy Green; Elaine Clem; Her 


parents also; Chris Jackson; Emily Clark’s 


Grandmother.  Mary Scott; June Guyton;


 James and Irene Adams; Donna Simmons’ 


mother. Steve Huff’s mother; Dion Clark’s 


mother  Annette Rogers; Donny Gilbert; 


Courtney Quinn; mother battling cancer; 


Rhonda Ditter;  Denise Bowman’s mother; 


Donnie Harper;  The Horat Family; The


Adams family; 


Also remember Debbie Adams’ mother. 


Mary Scott recovering from knee replacement 


surgery.


Remember all of our babies and little ones. 


Be sure to see Anna Tramell’s email for more 


Detail on others who need our prayers. 








____________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Garrett Douthitt


Read Scripture---Clay Bowman 


 Song Leader----Matt Jones


Lord's Supper—David Ditter 


   Asst. 1-----Brad Bowman 


   Asst. 2-----Phil Schmidt


   Asst. 3-----Todd  Reynolds 


   Asst. 4-----Jordan Huff


   Asst. 5-----George Wilcox


2nd Prayer---Gary Humfleet


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Perry Betterton


Closing Prayer---Michael Burke 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Steve Huff


Read Scripture---Joey Jackson


Song Leader---Adam Kreis


2ed Prayer-----W.  McClendon


Sermon----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper—Patrick Miles


Announcements—Perry Betterton


Closing Prayer---Randal Rogers


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Patrick Miles 


 Invitation---Preston Jackson 


 Closing Prayer---George Wilcox	


___________________________________


All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call 


Cecil Douthitt @ 770 894 1677


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














